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BANKSIA HILL DETENTION CENTRE — DETAINEE MANAGEMENT 

669. Mr M.J. FOLKARD to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I refer to this government’s strategy of providing stability for young people at Banksia Hill Detention Centre, 
having put a few people there myself over the years, in response to issues at the facility earlier this year. Can the 
minister update the house on the progress of the new approach, and have there been any signs of success? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member for his question and acknowledge his commitment to youth justice in Western Australia. I want 
to update the house on what has been happening at Banksia Hill over the last six months since I intervened, as the 
member knows, to bring an end to the chaos and the policy failure at Banksia Hill that had led to successive riots 
and millions of dollars’ worth of damage. Since that time we have put in place a regime that ensures that we have 
stability at Banksia Hill. I would like to put on the record my thanks to Andy Hughes, the new superintendent of 
Banksia Hill, and his team, and all the staff at Banksia Hill who have basically turned that terrible situation around. 

I was out there only last Friday and I can tell the house that the place is now very stable; it is clean and tidy and 
the gardens are well cared for. That has been done by the young people themselves. No significant incidents have 
occurred since May. The special operations group has not been deployed at all since we made these changes. There 
was a period when the special operations group was going out to Banksia Hill every single week because of issues. 
Staff morale is very, very good and now attendance by staff has improved out of sight. I met with the 
Community and Public Sector Union–Civil Service Association of WA delegates only last week here in 
Parliament House and they were effusive about the changes that we have made at Banksia Hill because at last their 
workplace is now safe and stable and they can go to work and do their job without feeling threatened. 

I would like to inform the house of one example of the work that has been achieved at Banksia Hill and what 
happens once we have stability and control of an institution like that. Last Friday I was at the career exhibitors 
show at Banksia Hill. Twelve organisations were in the main hall at Banksia Hill exhibiting careers for young 
people so that they could see that there is a life for them after Banksia Hill. Some of the contributors to the career 
expo were Rio Tinto, the Australian Defence Force, the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and 
St Catherine’s College at the University of Western Australia. All the young people attended, including those who 
were in a more secure unit at Banksia Hill. They all had an opportunity to go through the careers expo and they all 
expressed great admiration and thanks to the staff for allowing that to take place. The good thing is that a number 
of those young people have signed up to take part in not only courses, but also programs. For example, I met 
a young woman there who made a commitment to sign up to the Australian Defence Force and she will join the 
Navy as soon as she gets out of Banksia Hill. Those sorts of things could not have happened before May under the 
previous regime. It would have been too dangerous for those exhibitors to put up their stands at Banksia Hill. 
The staff have done a remarkable job. I hope that the general public, this house and the media are now aware that 
we have brought that stability to Banksia Hill. I hope it remains. I certainly hope that there are no further instances 
of what we have seen in the past. I wish the staff out there all the very best and thank them for their work. 
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